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Rowing in Cambridge – a way of life 
Rowing has been the main sport at 
Cambridge University since the 1800s. 
The Cam is the busiest rowing river in 
the country, with all 31 colleges having 
a boat club, as well as up to 8 town 
clubs and the Goldie boathouse of the 
university club itself. It is estimated 
that over a third of the university is 
involved in the sport, and the majority 
of the other students come to watch 
the iconic bumps racing, one of 
Cambridge’s most old, unique and 
proud traditions. The crew that is at 
the top of the bumps racing is said to 
have ‘headship’, and Jesus College 
Boat Club is proud to be the club with 
the most headships of any college 
club, as well as the current headship of 
the Women’s Lent bumps. 

The boat club of Jesus College, Cambridge was founded in 1827 and has steadily built its strength and 
record of success on the basis of a fundamental commitment to excellence. The club has historically 
been among the most highly regarded in Oxford or Cambridge. With a long-standing record of 
accomplishment, we are proud of the club’s attainment of some of the highest honours both in 
Cambridge with years of college headships, and nationally competing at the Head of the River in 
London and for a spot in Henley Royal Regatta. Jesus is also in a unique position amongst all the other 
colleges with its organisation of the Fairbairn Cup Races. These were founded in 1927 by Steve Fairbairn 
one of the most influential figures in the history of the sport. The races are run over two days with over 
two thousand students from across Cambridge and Oxford competing.  
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 Your company name and logo would be 
located on the loom of each blade, visible 
looking down the boat. 

 Another logo could be positioned on the hull 
underneath the cox (on each side), which can 
be seen looking at the boat side on. 

 The advertising would be captured in the 
hundreds of photos taken during races each 
year, and would consequently pass on to 
social media platforms. These photos are 
popular amongst students and beyond on 
social media, gaining even more exposure. 

 Jesus is a large club and often has over 10 
boats competing in the famous Cambridge 
May Bumps races, during which your logo will 
be displayed to over 1500 competing students 
and an estimated 10,000 spectating students 
and alumni. 

Equipment 
Our partner would be given the 
opportunity to advertise 
themselves with logos on our 
boats and blades. This would 
maximising exposure on the 
River Cam during racing and 
training sessions, as well as 
reaching unparalleled wider 
audiences: 

Jesus College Boat Club is looking for a club sponsor to ensure we continue adding to an unrivalled 
legacy. We are eager to face the future with the strength of a partner who can help us overcome the 
challenges we face today. The increasing popularity of the sport amongst students is overstretching 
our coaching team and equipment, providing barriers to our motivation and enthusiasm to improve 
and reach the next level of fitness and technique. With an increase in financial support the club can 
continue to offer the best facilities and enable novices and veterans alike to develop into the top level 
athletes required to sustain the clubs success into the future. The benefits a partner would receive 
from these arrangements are huge. 
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• Day to day training. Over 300 students are on 
the Cam training every morning.  
• Jesus College regularly competes at races off 
the Cam, gaining exposure to thousands of 
further spectators. This year we had crews at 
Henley Royal Regatta, Henley Women’s Regatta, 
Men’s Head of the River, Women’s Head of the 
River and BUCS regatta to name a few. 
• Lectures, labs, seminars and teaching in 
general.  
• Around college and the wider university.  
• In any further squads members of the boat 
club go on to train in. Examples of this include 
the Cambridge University squad and national 
squads around the world.  

Sportswear 
Our athletes wear kit that is functional, durable, and much envied by other boat clubs. Almost every 
student in participates at some point during their degree and so kit is worn by athletes not just when 
racing in Cambridge, but also in a wide variety of situations. 

Club Partnership 

The branding of any partner would be 
clearly displayed on any new training tops, 
racing uni-suits and general kit going 
forward. A package of new kit would also 
be distributed to all current members to 
ensure branded kit is worn. It is clear that 
this would mean the partner would gain 
unrivalled exposure not just within the 
boat club but to the wider university as a 
whole. 
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Events 
There are numerous opportunities for a partner to host 
functions and recruitment events: 
• Recruitment events could be held throughout the 
year, giving a partner the opportunity to discuss career 
opportunities with students at the college. 
• The college owns land overlooking a key part of the 
May bumps course, where a partner could benefit from 
hosting a recruitment stand or corporate entertainment. 
• The college itself has unrivalled function facilities, 
to which a partner would have access to, and we can assist 
in hosting any corporate events in College, at the boat 
house or down by the river watching the racing. Other Benefits 

There are numerous other small ways any 
partner would receive exposure: 
• Communications within and outside 
the boat club would all bear a partner’s name. 
• The boat club is currently in the 
process of constructing a recruitment leaflet 
to be distributed amongst the rowing schools 
around the country. A partner’s brand could 
also be included on this, which would be seen 
by hundreds of school leavers. 
• In all, a chance to target some of the 
most sought after graduates in the country 
and have your name recognised across the 
university. 

Club Partnership 
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  Fairbairns Races 
Jesus College Boat Club is unique in the Cambridge rowing world to be running the Fairbairn Cup Races in 
December. The Fairbairn Cup Races are the biggest event on the Cam during the first term of the year, 
and the only race of its scale to be organised by a Cambridge College. Over 2000 rowers take part with 
entries from all the Cambridge Colleges, many Oxford Colleges, local boat clubs and schools. 

• The start line in front of the Jesus College Boathouse, as the focal point of the entire event, is the 
perfect place for a banner to be displayed bearing a sponsor’s branding.  
• The highly-accessed Fairbairn Cup website featuring online entry and result updates brings great 
opportunities for active advertising using logos and links to your own webpages. 
• Invitations and Entry Forms sent to local and regional boat clubs could readily incorporate your logo. 
• To optimise and broaden sponsorship value, all crews are required to wear two sets of racing numbers –
ideal for placement of a company logo, and race day leaflets could be printed and made available to crews and 
spectators, featuring our sponsor’s name, logo, and contact information. 
• T-shirts can be provided to umpires who are student volunteers stationed along the course giving 
instructions and support to the competitors. These would also bear the branding of a sponsor.  
• Representatives from the sponsor would be invited down to be a part of the awards ceremony, where a 
large body of the competing regatta are present to receive their medals. 

To sponsor this event, Jesus College Boat Club is looking for a contribution of £4,000. This would go a 
large way to covering the costs of the races, and would enable us to look towards expanding this event 
such that we can continue to make this the largest and most successful college organised event on the 
Cam. 



  Financial Plans 

The Future With a Club Partner 
To maintain the high standards into the future that the Jesus College Boat Club has consistently set 
itself, we are interested in joining forces with a company who can offer both the financial support we 
are looking for, and that is driven by the same goals and ideals. A corporate sponsor and partner for 
whom technical excellence, innovative and inventive approaches, attention to detail and hard work are 
key to market success. The benefit to such a company is clear: wide-ranging and high profile exposure to 
highly sort-after Cambridge graduates, and a role in the development and success of remarkable 
students. 

Financially, we are looking to raise £15,000 per 
annum for an initial deal of 3 years. We would 
then be looking for such a relationship to develop 
into a long standing one for which everyone 
involved could clearly understand the benefits.  
Ideally, a single partner would provide the best 
benefits for both the boat club and the partner. 
However, if a single partner is unable to provide 
this support, but is still interested in what we have 
to offer, then a deal might be able to be reached 
whereby we have more than one partner.  
We are open to discussions regarding these plans 
and so would encourage anyone interested in any 
form to get in contact. Please also get in contact 
for a more specific breakdown of how we would 
use this funding. 
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For further information please contact: 
Tim Nugent 

JCBC President & Men’s Captain 
Jesus College 

Cambridge 
CB5 8BL 

jcbc-president@jesus.cam.ac.uk 
0798 690 6809 
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